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a 
From the Christian Disciple. 
MARRIAGE CEREMONIES OF THE JEWS, 
Alluded to in the New Testament. 

John iti. 1—11. Cana of Galilee, which was in 
she tribe of Asher, is here distinguished trom Cana 
in the tribe of Ephraim. 

The marriage feast, among the Jews, continued 
during seven days, which were passed in the house 
of the bride’s father. The marriage service was 
performed under a canopy, which was supported by 
four young men; and during it, all who were pre- 
sent sung and offered prayers for the new married 
couple. A long time intervened between affiancing 
or betrothing, and marriage. The dowry was al- 
ways given by the bridegroom; and the bride 
brought to her husband only her clothes, ornaments, 
and jewels. 

The following appear to have been the nuptial 
rites of the Jews. The bride and bridegroom being 
placed under the canopy, each of them was covered 
with a black veil. The Rabbin of the place, or the 
chanter of the synagogue, or the nearest relation of 
the husband, then took a cup of wine, and having 
pronounced the benediction, “ blessed art thou, O 
Lord, who hast created man and woman, and or- 
dained marriage,” &c. he gave the cup first to the 
bridegroom, and then to the bride, who just tasted 
of it. Then the bridegroom, putting a ring on the 
bride’s finger, said to her, “ be thou a wife to me, 
according to the law of Moses and of Israel; and I 
will worship and honour thee according to the law 
of God. I will feed and govern thee, according to 
the custom of those who worship, honour, and go- 
vern their wives faithfully. For a dowry I give 
thee fifty shekels of silver; as also thy food, cloth- 
ing,” &c. ‘Taking also a cake of bread, he divided 
it between him and his bride ; or some corn, and 
put it between their hands, importing by this act 
that they were to live together, and the support 
which he was bound to give her. Then the mar- 
riage contract is read, which the bridegroom puts 
into the hands of the bride’s relations ; which is fol- 
lowed by the rehearsal of six blessings. When 
the company sit down to supper, the bridegroom 
sings a blessing; and after supper they perform a 
dance, which is called the dance of the command- 
ment ; supposing that God had himself commanded 
it. During the seven days of the festival, the bride- 
groom had with hiin his select friends, who within 
this time might neither fast nor mourn. To this 
our Lord allades, Matt. ix. 15. 

Tue greatest possible encouragement was given 
to Marriage among the Jews; and in ancient times 


day of expiation, attired in white, to go into the 
viueyards and dance ; and while they were dancing, 
to cry out, “lift up your eyes, young men, and 
choose of us whom ye will. But regard not beauty, 
for it is deceitiul ; nor riches, for they take to them- 
selves wings, and fly away; but prefer her who 
feareth the Lord.” Jeremiah is supposed to allude 
to this custom, mw the 4tb verse of the Ist chapter of 
his Lamentations. 

In the 6th verse we are told, that “ there were set 
siX waterpots of stoue, alter the manner of the puri- 
tying of the Jews, contaming two or three firkins 
apiece.” 

The firkin is au English measure, containing nine 
gallons; and our translators probably used this 
word, because there was no English measure which 
corresponded so well with what they supposed to be 
the measure referred to by John. In the Septua- 
gint, the same word which is used by the Evange- 
list, is employed a translation of bath, which, ac- 
coding to Cumberland, contained seven gailons 
and a qnarter, Adinittug this interpretation to be 
correct, is ita circumstance to produce alarm for the 
character of our religion, that so much wine should 
have been provided by its author, at a marriage feast 
of his friends? Even in this view of ut, the mira- 
cle was a striking example of munificence, as well 
as of power; and if it be a fact that our Lord made 
this ample provision for the guests of his triends, 
and had in view, as he then unduubtedly had, the 
bestowment of a favour upon the new family, in 
ingenuous minds it surely could not have excited 
an unfavourable suggestion. I jay no stress on the 
circumstance, that the marriage feast continued for 
seven days; for I think it appears most probable, 
that the miracle was not wrought tll near the close 
of it. But the character of Christianity has been 
much mistaken by many of its friends, as well as by 
its enemies ; and while both have exhibited it in ge- 
neral, as gloomy and forbidding, as constanily in 
danger of having its pure garments soiled by the 
touch, or even by the sight of sinners; as averse 
from festivity, and even from ordinary pleasures ; 
the last have, notwithstanding, availed themselves 
of this incident, to point their ridicule at the mira- 
cles of its Author. The austere, the melancholy, the 
terrific Author of our religion, here appears to them, 
not the promoter only, but the patron of intemper- 
ance. Blessed Jesus! what have not thine enemies 
done to revile thee ?—Follow the Author of Chris- 
tianity through his life, you will find him indeed 
always engaged in his Father’s business; but once 
and again you will see him at the table of Pharisees; 





t Was customary for young married women, on the 


(see Luke vii. 36-—49, and xi. 37.) Now at the ta- 








34 


i 


y : 


GOSPEL HERALD. 











tie of Levi, witha greattoupany of publicans and 


of others, (Luke v. 295) and now passing a day with 
Za cheus, and pariaking of the hospttality of hi- 
house, (Luke xix. 5.) We even find bim on the 
Sabbath, dining with one of the chief of the Phar:- 
sees, (Lake xiv. 1,) and oniy three days before his 
crucifixion, an event of which we know that he was 
perfectly aware, he was with his disciples at the ta- 
ble of Simon, whom he had without doubt healed 
of his leprosy, (Mutt. xxvi. 6.) 
he cave to his friends, on thts occasion, with such 
Was it at all in- 
To the ca- 
vils of the first opponents of his religion, he replied, 


Suppose then tha 


abundance: with such liberality. 
consistent with the rest of bis conduct? 


‘the Son of man came eating and drinking,” in 
allusion to his own freedom from every thing which 
was morose or gloomy: and if there be a trait of 
Christianity more distinct, more characteristic than 
any other, its its cheerful, and ever-active benevo- 
If it be not always a low, it is certainly a 
very unfair mind, which seizes upon au incident 
like this, and distorts it into an objection to revela- 


lence. 


tion. 

But it must be remarked that John wrote particu- 
larly for Gentiles. Hence he tells them, that these 
waterpots of stone were set, after the manner of the 
purifying of the Jews. Had be been addressing 
Jews, surely this explanation would not have been 


thought necessary. It was not therefore, probably, 


to the Hebrew bath that he referred. The quantity, 
however, is not diminished, either by the Attic on 
the Roman construction of the word, when it is ap- 
pled to a particulammeasure. But the Syrian mea- 


sure, Which had the same wame, contained, accord- 
ing to Cumberland, seven pints and an eighth ; and 
there is at least as strong a presumption, that John 
had this in hts thoughts, as the Hebrew bath. With 
these suggestions on the subject, we leave it with 
our readers. 

The governor, or “ ruler of the feast,” (verse 9, 
10.) was the husband’s friend, who was commission- 
ed by bim to maintain the order, and to regulate the 
economy of the festivakh He tasted the wine, and 
distributed’ it to the guests; ordered the tables, 
when he thought proper, to be covered with dishes, 
and again to be cleared ; and superintended all the 
concerns of the feast. Hence our Lord ordered the 
wine to be carried to the governor of the feast. 

At the expiration of seven days after her mar- 
riage, the bride, with great solemnity, was con- 
ducted to the house of her husband. The pomp on 
these occasions, of course, varied with the circum- 
stances of those who were married. The night was 
generally preferred to the day, for the introduction 
of the new wife to her new habitation; and none 
entered with the bridegroom into his house, but 
those who attended him with torches or lamps. To 
this circumstance our Lord alludes in the beginning 
of the 25th chapter of Matthew, where he speaks of 
the virgins who slept till the bridegroom came ; and 
then, having to obtain oil for their lamps, the door 
was shut while they were absent, and they could not 
enter. 

{[Jennings’s Jewish Antiq. vol. ii. pp. 134, 135.— 





Weemse’s Christian Synagogue, pp. 201—6 ang 
Expos. of the Judic. Law, pp. 132—9.—Lamis’; 
Introd. p. 235.—Broughton’s History of Religion, 
Art. Impartial Rites; and Calmet, Art. Marriage, 
aad Architriclinus.] 

> 

PRAYER. 

Thy will be done.—Jesus Carisr. 

Prayer is not a mere repetition of words, in which 
the heart takes no interest, nor ts it the cold rehegr 
sal of a form, to which the heart assents, withoy: 
feeling much solicitude that the request may be 
granted. Children may repeat words they do no: 
understand, and in which they consequently take 
no concern, but this is not praying, as there is no 
agreement between the heart and the lips. Mere 
deprecation of evil, or invocation of good, when 
sudden danger threatens, or unexpected favours are 
bestowed, is no deep and consistent prayer, for it js 
prompted by the impulse of the moment, and indi 
cates no fixed principle of devotion, or a resigned 
and confiding state of the heart. Many pour forth 
supplications and tears when they see approaching 
evil, or groan under present distress, who neve; 
thought of thanking God for their health, prosper; 
ty, aud enjoyments, and who, in all probability 
would never have looked to heaven, had not earth 
failed them. Such do not pray when their petitions 
are addressed to God, as they do not love his cha 
racter, trust in his government, feel resigned to his 
will, or believe he cannot be changed, but only pre- 
sent their supplications as the last desperate alter- 
native in their hopeless ruin. They would gladly 
alter his intentions, or give him a better disposition 
towards them if possible, but they feel no inclina- 
tion to say, Thy will be done ; or, The cup which my 
Father has given me, shall I not drink it? Always 
disposed to have their own will done, and eminently 
selfish in its gratification, they neither ask that they 
may live t» God’s honour, nor the benefit of their 
race, but merely that their scheme may be effected, 
their present distresses removed, or that they may 
be taken out of life before their affairs become more 
desperate. Angered by the discipline of adversity, 
which is mercifully sent to cool and calm their fe- 
vered spirits, and restore them to their senses, they 
murmur against God, and ask with astonishment 
what they have done'to deserve this affliction, or 
what good can be intended by poverty, pain, or the 
faithlessness of their pretended friends. Without 
considering the benefits of chastisement, or thank- 
ing God for revealing the truth of their condition 
in this manner, they incessantly repine at the hari- 
ships of their lot, accuse God of partiality, and 
merely entreat, without the spirit of prayer, love \ 
God, resignation to his pleasure, or patience in ca- 
lamity, that their will may be done by the return o! 
prosperity or the termination of their lives. This is 
no prayer according to the Scriptures. It implies 
neither affection, confidence, nor resignation, and 1s 
a petulant request that God would accomplish what 
man cannot effect. 

Whoever prays acecerding to the Christian rule, 
expresses the strongest reliance on the divine goot- 
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ness, however great may be his griefs and troubles, 
ind the most cheerful acquiescence in the govern- 
ment of God, however dark and mysterious present 
things may appear. He does not request God to 
fulfil his desires, or take bim out of this suffering 
world, but feeling his ignorance of what is ‘best for 
him, and the wisdom of God in all his dispensa- 
cons, he prays, O my Father, thy will be done 
This supplication composes his agitated soul, 
makes him say, The Lord reigneth, let the earth re- 
wice, and the multitude of isles be glad thereot ; 
gives him new strength to pursue the duties of life, 
ind causes him to find the Lord a very present help 
in every time of need. Any prayer of a different 
kind but irritates by disappointment, and makes the 
distress more intolerable by the unwise and peevish 
effort to remove it. For then the peutioner resem- 
bles the heathens, who beat and stone their idols 
when they cannot obtain their request, and load 
them with praise when their prayers are granted. 
Very opposite to this is the feeling of a Christian, 
who never fancies he can direct God, or control the 
disposals of heaven, and who only wishes to love 
ind obey his Maker, and to feel childlike submis- 
sion to his Father’s will. A deep and constant 
prayer of this kind keeps the heart in a tranquil 
state through all the distractions of business, the 
treachery of friends, the loss of property and 
health, the assailments of temptation, and the ap- 
proach of death, lifting it above the mutability of 
earth, and fixing it on the unfailing and unforget- 
ting faithfulness of God. But those who cannot 
pray, or Who cannot use the form prescribed by Je- 
sus, are in a wretched condition, as they are indis- 
posed to address the only Being who can bless their 
souls, or unwilling that his will should be done. If 
they feel no confidence in God, if they cherish no 
well-grounded hope of his love and care, on what 
can they rest, to what can they look for assistance, 
or what can save them from distraction ? If they de- 
sire his will may not be done, feel the strongest op- 
pesition to its accomplishment, and yet see it will 
be effected, what must be their grief, agony, and 
despair ? Rel. Inq. 
—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. ° 
REMARKS ON ISAIAH vii. 14, 

Mr. Editor—Professors of Christianity, | believe, 
from the commencement of the Christian era, down 
to the present day, have been pretty unanimous in 
the opinion, that the prediction of the prophet con- 
tained in the above scripture has an exclusive refer- 
ence to Jesus Christ. Now, if such be the fact, 
and if Christ is the Son spoken of, it appears to 
me, that the prophet himself, must have been mis- 
taken relative to the being of whom he prophesied, 
of the time of the accomplishment of the prophecy, 
and of the circumstances which gave birth to the 
prediction—or, these professors mistaken in re- 
card to the prophet’s meaning—that the latter is 
the most probable, I think, is evident from the con- 
text. , 

First, then, what were the circumstances which 
save birth to this prophecy? We are instructed that 





a confederacy was formed agamst Abaz aod his 

kingdom: that Ahaz was informed of the conspiracy, 

1nd solicitous to know the result, but refused te in- 

quire of the Lord relative thereto—the Lord, how- 

‘ver, makes known to hua the sequel, and promises 

him a sign as a pledge of the fulfilment of the pro- 

mise—that sign was the son of a virgin. Now, in 

order for us to know that this prophecy was ever 

tulfilled, itjs necessary that we should be iniormed, 

relative to the virgin’s conceiving and bearing a son 

agreeably to the prediction. Then the question 

arises, who is this son, who the mother that was to 

bear him, and when was this promise to Ahaz ful- 

filled? Commentators assert that Jesus of Naza- 

reth was the Son; that the Virgin Maw was the mo- 

ther, and that the birth of the Saviour was the ful- 

filment of that prophecy, But, I ask, was not the 

word of the Lord pledged that the son in question 

should be a sign to Ahaz? Wasnot tne land ab- 

horred by Ahaz to be totsaken of both her kings, 
ere this child should know to refuse the evil and 

choose the good? How can this be applicable in 
point of time to Christ? The Lord also informs 
Ahaz, that Ephraim should be broken within three- 
seore and five and the sign given was 
to be a pledge on the part of Jehovah to Ahaz that 
this promise should be aceonyplished. Tu what part 
of the sacred testimony, then, are we to look for the 
fulfilment of ‘this propbeey ? Where are we in- 
formed that the virgin conceived and bare a son as 
predicted ? and whd are the witnesses that testify 
concerning the son in question? Let Isaiah an- 
swer: chap. viii. “ Moreover, the Lord said unto me, 
Take thee a great roll, and write in it with a man’s 
pen, concerning Maher-shalal-wash-baz. And | took 
unto me farhtol witnesses to record, Uriah the 
priest, and Zechariah, the son of Jeberechiah.” It 
appears, then, that Uriah and Zechariah were the 
persons chosen by Isaiah to bear witness to the tul- 
filment of the promise, and to record the same. Will 
it be pretended that those witnesses were present 
and recorded the birth of Jesus Christ? How pre- 
posterous the supposition ; of whom then did they 
write concerning? Let the prophet give the an- 
swer: “I went unto the prophetess, and she cou- 
ceived, and bare a sen. Then said the Lord to me, 
Call his name Maher-shalal-hash-baz—and before 
the child shall have knowledge toery, My father, and 
wy mother, the riches of Damascus, and the spoil 
of Samaria, shal! be taken away before the king of 
Assyria.” 

It is evident, then, that the child was born during 
the life of Ahaz; and about the time the sign was 
promised—if not, the language of the prophet ap- 
pears to me to be altogether ambiguous. Whea 
Ahaz is informed relative to the overthrow of his 
enemies, the Lord, in order to demonstrate to him, 
as it were, the shortness of the period in which it 
should be accomplished, assures him, that ere the 
son of the virgin, (implying that the child was about 
to. be bora, if not born already,) should know to re. 
fuse the evil and to choose the good, the land ab- 
horred by Ahaz should be forsaken of both her 
Now. if the child was not born during the 


vears, 


kings 
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life of Ahaz, and prior to the overthrow of his foes, 
would it have been any evidence to him, that he 
should witness the discomfiture of his enemies ; 
and was not the deliverance of himself and his peo- 
ple from the dangers then pending, of which Ahaz 
was solicitous ? Was it not the immediate destruc- 
tion threatened by the kings in confederacy, which 
Alaz feared ? And did the Lord mock his fears by 
informing him, that before the expiration of eight 
hundred years, a child should be born, and then, 
before that child should come tothe years of know- 
ledge, those kings threatening him with immediate 
destruction should be disinherited ? Could such an 
indefinite promise as this afford any consolation to 
the anxious Ahaz ? 

Will it be urged that the virgin and the pro- 
phetess are two distenct persons, thereby inferring 
that Inminanuel, the sun of the virgin, and Maher- 
shalal-hash-baz, the son of the propbetess, are also 
two distinct persons? Were it admitted, it would 
not prove that Christ was the subject of the pro- 
phecy—ii he was, the Lord has never redeemed his 
pledge to Abaz ; for it was to hin that the sign was 
{0 have been given—that sign was the son of a vir- 
gin—and if that son was not born until centuries 
after, how could it have been a sign to Ahaz? 
Theretore, the advocates for this paradoxical, 
though venerable thesis, teceive not the least con- 
solation from this view of the subject. They must 
either charge Jehovah of holding out false tokens to 
Ahaz, or adinit that the man Christ Jesus was noi 
the subject of the prophecy ; there is no other al- 
ternative ; let them chuose. 

Shail we be told, that the son of the virgin was 
to be called Linmanuel, but that the so: of the pro- 
phetess was called by another name? Be it remem- 
bered, that it was the mother, who was to call his 
name Immanuel, but that the prophet was ordered 
to call him by another name—namely, Maber-sha- 
lal-hash-baz—but apply 1 to Christ, and the diffi- 
culty is the same—be was called Jesus, not Im- 
Mmianuel, as was the sonof the virgin. 

But will it yet be urged as an objection to our 
view of the subject, that there ale two mothers 
spoken of, the one a virgin, the othera prophetess ? 
We are wiiling to admit that there are different 
terms employed, but we contend that those terms 
are convertible, and applied to the same person— 
neither does the word rendered virgin in this text, 
mean, vecessarily, an unmarried female. Deny tha 
the virgin and the prophetess are the same, and all 
that you can gather from the promises and prophe- 
cies here alluded to, is, at best, a bungling story 
at imperfect vat:ation. | would have you bear in 
mind, that it is declared in the 7th chapter, thay 
before the son of the virgin should know to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land abhorred by 
Ahaz should be forsaken of both her kings—and, 
in the 4th verse of the 8th chapter, it is declared, 
that before the son of the prophetess should have 
knowledge to cry, My father, and my mother, (mark 
the coiwcidence) the same events spoken of in the 
7th chapter, should take place, viz. that the riches 
of Damascus, and the spoil of Samaria, should be 





——— —==—_—_—— 
taken away before the king of Assyria. Recollec; 
in the meaf time, that although many of the event: 
alluded to by the prophet, were then future, yer 
they mast necessarily have transpired within three 
score and five years, in order for the Prophecy to be 
fulfilled. What, or who, then, was to be the pre. 
cursor of those events? . Answer—A son born of 
a virgin—there was but one sign promised to Abaz, 
consequently, the son spoken of in the 7th and éth 
chapters must have been the same— Maher-shalal. 
hash-baz, then, was that son—it certainly could not 
have been Jesus of Nazareth—to say that a child, 
born seven or eighthundred years after the happen. 
ing of certain events, was the precursor or sign of 
said events, would be to outrage common sense— 
and there is but one son in the question. 

But, we may be told, that the scriptures unde: 
consideration are prophetic, and that, in the lan- 
guage of prophecy, events which are to happen in 
the future, are frequently spoken of, in the past and 
present tense ; consequently, the prophet on the 
subject before us, although speaking of certain 
events as though they were then transpiring, ur 
about to transpire, had an allusion to something re- 
mote in time. If this be so, and that time be re- 
moved to the birth of the Saviour, it is evident that 
the prophet was nustaken both in regard to the na- 
ture of the events, and the time of their accomplish. 
ment. And you will perceive, that it was necessary 
for the prophet to be consistent, in order to be ac- 
credited and understood ; and ij the events spoken vt 
by him did not transpire agreeably to his prediction, 
both im poiwt of ime and circumstance, that we 
have no authority tor believing that they ever did, 
or ever will transpire. On the other hand, if the 
predictions of the prophet were verified and fulfilled 
“ within threescore and five years,” as he affirmed 
they should be, we have no authority for extending 
the time of thei accomplishment to a period poste- 
rior to the one designated by the prophet. And let it 
be borne in miud, that the events of which he pro 
phecied were—that a virgin should conceive and 
bear a son—that withiv threescore and five years 
Ephraun should be broken that it be not a people— 
that the land abhborred by Ahaz should be forsaken 
of both her kings—and that this son should be 
given to Ahaz as a sign or pledge of the faithful (u- 
filment. of the promise—and, lastly, I wish you to 
mark well the distinction which exists between « 
promise and its fulfilusent—between a thing pro- 
mised, and the receipt of thatthing. To say that 
you have the promise of any thing already given 
and possessed by you, would be a perversion of !an- 
guage. Qn the other hand, if a thing is promised, 
unconditionally, and if the party, to whom the pro- 
mise is made, never receives the thing thus pro- 
mised, supposes either fraud or inability on the part 
of the promiser—who is the promisers, then, in Ulis 
case? Answer—Jehovah !—What was the sign oF 
thing promised? The son of a virgin. To whom 
was this to be given? To Ahaz. And did Ahaz 
receive the promised gift? Most assuredly, if the 
Deity had the will and ability to perform his pro- 
mise. The son in question, then, (let that son be 
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whom he may) was the sign which was to be given 
Abaz in pursuance to the promise made to him by 
Jehovah -“ Therefore, the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign,” &c, The sign was not given, but 
merely promised at the time. Was Christ the son 
promised as a sign to Ahaz? If he was, the Lord 
deceived Ahaz—for the sign was not given him 
at all—the king was gathered to his fathers cen- 
turies before the birth of the Saviour. It is clear, 
then, that if Christ was the subject of the promise, 
the sign to be given was never received by him to 
whom the promise was made. It was necessary, 
therefore, that the sign or token should be pro- 
duced in evidence to Ahaz, as a pledge in hand be- 
fore the promise of the Lord could be redeemed. 

Ifthe reader should object to the above view of this 
subject, on the ground of the supposed declaration of 
Matthew, perhaps all that may be necessary to be 
said on the present occasion, is, that the passage, in 
parenthesis, in Matt. i. $2, 23, has heen objected to 
as not being Matthew’s declaration, on the ground 
that it is NOt a correct quotation from Isaiah; the 
Hebrew not admitting of such a translation. 

Query.—Admitting Matthew to have applied the 
quotation from Isaiah to Christ, does it necessarily 
make Christ the subject of the prophecy, if the pro- 
phet had an allusion to another and a different be- 

KINGWOOD. 
——<i 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor.—I would, for one, be pleased to see, 
in the Gospel Herald, your views on Isa, xxv. 6—8. 
Also, whether, in your opinion, it follows, that if the 
consequences, which shall result to mankind from 
the feast spoken of, are carried into another world, 
the destruction of Moab must happen. there like- 
wise ? A LOVER OF TRUTH. 

New- York, July 10, 1826. 

REMARKS ON ISATAH xxv. 6—8, 

Ind in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of 
wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees well refined. And he will de- 
stroy in this mountain the face of the covering 
cast over all people, and the veil that ts spread 
over all nations. He will swallow up death in 
victory ; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth: for the 
Lord hath spoken tt. 

Of the Bible, as a book, the following must be 
said of it:—It is either true or false. Or, it is 
either part true, and part false. The passage in 
question, therefore, must be considered as truth, or 
falsehood ; or, as part truth, and part falsehood. If 
true, then, we are to consider whether it be.a pro- 
phecy of something future, or a natrative of things 
past, or a history of passing events while it was wri- 
ting. 

Who are spoken of? Answer—* All people—all 
nations—all faces—his people,” If the phrase, “ his 
people,” is used here as a synonomy for “ all peo- 
ple,” then mankind universally are intended. If 
the phrase, “his people,” is here used to signify 
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the Jews, his covenant people, in contradistinction 
to the Gentiles, the residue of mankind, then the 
phrases, “his people,” and “ all people,” and “ all 
nations,” and “all faces,” must, of necessity, in- 
clade the whole hugian race. Therefore, view it as 
you will, and let the subject in its consequences re- 
fer to what it may, all wankiod are spoken of, and 
included. 

We believe the foregoing premises cannot be 
controverted ! 

Uatil it shall be proved to the contrary, we will 
assert, that the Scripture use, in prophetic lan- 
guage, of the terms, “earth” and “sea,” are 
Jews and Gentiles. Or, qualified, Jewish temporal 
dominion and possessions, and the multitude of the 
people, or Gentiles. The 24th chapter, therefore, 
commences with a prophetic account of the end of 
the Jewish economy. The reader is referred to the 
whole chapter, where the undistinguished ruin of 
the unbelieving Jews is described. “ Mount Zion 
and Jerusalem,” are the localities spoken of in the 
verse concluding the chapter. The 25th chapter 
commences with expressions of praise to God, &e. 
In verse 6th, it is said, “ In this mountain” —W hat 
mountain? Answer—* Zion ;” or Jerusalem and 
its precincts. 

The passage, to us, is a prophecy of the blessings 
to result to mankind, universally, fram the salva- 
tion of God, by and through Jesus Christ; there- 
fore, the scene of Christ’s greatest sufferings, his 
crucifixion, is selected as the point from which 
should proceed the great work of man’s redemp- 
tion, The language is figurative. God's salvation 
is represented as a “ feast of fat things,” which God 
should make to “all people.” Jerusalem is desig 
nated as the place. The consequences to “ all peo- 
ple,” which shall result from this “feast of fat 
things,” are, that the covering, or vail of ignorance 
and darkness, shall be removed—sorrow and soffer- 
ing shall cease—and death, the “ last enemy,” shall 
be destroyed. At the 9th verse we read, “ And it 
shall be said in that day,” &c. ‘That is, the day of 
the visitation when Christ should be offered, asa 
lamb without blemish—the feast—his body and 
blood, figurative of God’s great goodness to man- 
kind, 

Verse 10th, “For in this mountain shall the 
hand of the Lord rest,” &c. The feast is made— 
the result is seen. “ Moab shall be trodden down 
under him,” &c. Whether this mode of expres 
sion is used to designate rebellious Jerusalem, or to 
show the accomplishment of Gud’s judgment on 
Jerusalem and the Moabites, collectively, may be 
matter for farther consideration. The Moabites 
were descended from Lot’s eldest daughter ; whose 
son was nafned Moab, (Gen. xix. 37.) The history 
of the Israelites and the Moabites is interwoven. 
They intermarried ; they committed idolatry toge- 
ther. The prophet Jeremiah says, (xlviii. 47,) that 
the Lord will bring again the captivity of Moab, ia 
the latter days. This is in harmony with the decla- 
ration of the restoration of God’s people, the Jews, 
whose rebuke shall be taken away. 

The prophet Isaiah predicts the happening of 





Su 


GOSPEL GERALD. 


> 





events. First—The feast which the heel should 
make in Zion; and which should be to all people. 
He declares the consequences to all people of this 
feast. Second—He declares the utter temporal de- 
struction of Moab. We say temporal, because we 
are not taught in the Scriptures of any but a tem- 
poral destruction of men and nations. 

The facts stated, then, are the following :—The 
feast to all nations, and the consequences ; and the 
destruction of the Moabitish nation, The prophet 
declares of the making uf the feast, that the place 
is in the mountain of Zion. He does not say a 
word of the time, when all nations shall be the re- 
cipients of the feast; this isdeclared by an apostle 
of Christ ; as will be shown hereafter. Of the de- 
struction of Moab, the prophet does not say, pre- 
cisely, when this shall happen ; only, that “ the hand 
of the Lord shall rest in this mountain”—that is, as 
to time, after the feast is made ; consequently, the 
destruction of Moab would be before the hand of 
the Lord rested ; and before the making or conclu- 
sion of the feast. 

The conclusion, then, is this: the feast of fat 
things was made in Zion when Christ was offered ; 
the consequences of the feast to all nations, shall 
go to the endless ages of eternity. The heaven- 


taught Paul says, “ This corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal put on immortality. 
So wuen this corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, THEN shall be brought to pass the saying 


that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory,” 
(1 Cor. xv. 53, 54.) Isaiah has not said when this 
shall happen—he predicted that such consequences 
should be the result of God’s feast of fat things to 
all people. But Paul declared the time, when the 
saying that is written shall be accomplished ; name- 
ly, “ When this corruptible shall put on incorrup- 
tion !” 

The above is our view of this subject. We shall 
not give it up until a better is offered ; and we very 
much doubt whether huthan ingenuity can improve 
upon, and outdo the prophet and the apostle, and 
give us a better bargain in exchange for the glori- 
ous consummation above written. 

Of the argument, that the destruction of Moab 
must be in another world, because in the same 
chapter is recorded the prophecy of the feast, if the 
consequences of the feast shall be carried into ano- 
ther world, we say, that, as the division of chapter 
and verse is a modern invention, this argument-ear- 
ries no force with it. But, if it be contended, that, 
because the destruction of Moab is mentioned in 
connexion with the’prophecy of the feast and its re- 
sults, Moab will be destroyed at the time when all 
people become the recipients of the Teast; and 
in another world, if this event takes place in ano- 
ther world, we will undertake to show the absurdity 
of such a conclusion, when it shall be supported by 
something better than the tpse dixit of man. 

—<{— 
EOR THE GOSPEL BERALD. 

Mr. Editor.—Last Sabbath, Jonathan Huntting, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian church in this place, 





delivered a philippic a against Gods universal a 
volence. His text may be found in Ezekiel xxxjj;, 
% “Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his 
way to turn from it; if he do not turn from bis Way, 
he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast deliverey 
thy soul.” He, in the first place, endeavoured t} 
impose on the credulity of his hearers, by asserting 
that the death spoken of was eternal, &e. “Jt can. 
not be temporal death, because the righteous as 
well as the wicked must die.—‘ the wages of sin js 
death’—* It is appointed unto men once to die, afte; 
this the judgment, therefore the death must be eter. 
nal’ *—T his was the conclusion drawn from the 
text. He quoted also the declaration of our Sq. 
viour to the Jews, viz. “1 go my way, and ye shall 
seek me, and shall die in your sins; whither | go, 
ye cannot come.” The wicked, the Preacher as- 
serted, were those who do not love God, his laws, 
ordinances, &c. &c.—And in order to be sure oj 
getting them into his future hell, he adduced the 
following passages of scripture as proof of his hy- 
pothesis—* Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” “ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God”—would God prepare a place for 
the wicked if he knew they would not go to it? Is 
there no danger? Yes, my hearers, I tell you there 
is danger, | warn you of it—I beseech you to seek 
God, to make your calling and election sure, and 
then you will have delivered your souls.” 

The above is a brief sketch of the arguments ad 
duced by the gentleman to overthrow the truth of 
the doctrine that “ God is the saviour of all men,” 
and to establish the cruel, unmerciful, and God-dis- 
honouring doctrine of eternal misery. Mr. Editor, 
why do our modern priests, when they damn their 
neighbours, not include themselves? Are they bet- 
ter than their neighbours ?—The Apostle interro- 
gates as follows—* What then ? Are we better than 
they? No, in nowise; for we have before proved 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 
as itis written, There is none righteous, no, not 
one”—lIt then we are all sinners, end deserve eter- 
nal punishment, why not punish ail alike, not ex- 
cepting eur pious and holy parsons.—By publish- 
ing the above, together with the remarks which you 
think proper to make, you will confer a favour on 

ALBERT G. CASE. 
Southold, June 21st, 1826. 
REMARKS. 

In reply to our correspondent’s interrogation 
“Why do our modern priests, when they dam» 
their neighbours, not include themselves?” we 
only give, as our opinion, that they do not live up 
to the golden rule—Do unto others as you would 
that they should do unto you. Mr. Huntting, pro- 
bably, would not like to be damned, his fashion: 
and intends the favour for bis neighbours, as a spe 
cimen of his regard for them. We verily regard 
as truth, Paul’s declaration, of himself and those to 
whoin he wrote, not being better than others. But 
Paul, you know, was, on his own confession, the 
chief of sinners; therefore, this knowledge of his 
own unworthiness made him humble. But M: 
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Huntting—Do you suppose he is the chief of sin- 
ners! “Circumstances alter cases.” Paul, the 
« chief of sinners,” could say, of himself, many 
things which Mr. H. will never, we hope, say ot 
himself, until he shall be of a different spirit from 
that which possesses him at present. 

Let our correspondent rememiber, that there is 
nothing like a parallel in the two cases. Paul was 
humbled by a knowledge of bis sins. Mr. H. is en- 
nobled and elevated, by the knowledge of his excel- 
lence. It is true, that Jesus Christ, who was by 
the way very humble, and meek, and lowly himself, 
notwithstanding he was not the chief of sinners, 
recommended to mankind to abase or humble them- 
selves. But this advice has grown old and stale. 
That is, it appears so, to us, from our observation of 
the standing and pretensions of good pious men, 
now-a-days. 

A word to Mr. H., and we conclude. If Christ’s 
declaration to the Jews, “ Ye shall die in your sins,” 
Ke. be of general application, and accommodation 
in this our day, and a solemn truth, how will you, 
sir, stand affected ? If you have sinned, you must 
“ die in your sins.” For, says the Book, “The 
soul that sinneth it shall die.” If, sir, all men die 
in their sins, and the Book says, “ Death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned,” and the 
death spoken of be, as you teach, endless misery, 
how will youescape? You, sir, have now a fine 
opportunity for the display of your ingenuity. 

—p>— 
“PROVE ALL THINGS ;” 

So says Paul; and wisely adds, “Hold fast that 
which is good.” The party spoken of, however, 
must not hold fast the thing antil it is proved to be 
good! Anexcellent caution this. For who would 
hold fast that which is bad? Who would not hold 
fast that which is good 2 

Mankind are continually verifying the truth of 
the proposition, that all will hold fast every thing 
they can get their hands on, which appears good to 
the party; whether it, in reality, be good or evil. It 
is amusing for a spectator of the bustle among man- 
kind, for one who can divest himself a little of the 
‘“‘mamimon of unrighteousness,” to stand aloof from 
the turbulence and storm of interest and passion, 
and see the tugging of the tenants of the human 
molehill. “ Hold fast”—“ Hold fast”—every man, 
woman, and child, whether Mussulman, Mussulwo- 
man, or Mussul-child; whether Calvinist, Armi- 
nian, Hopkinsian, Chinese, Hottentot, or Tartar ; 
whether he, she, or they be black, white, gray, cop- 
per-coloured, or grisled; whether rich or poor; 
high or low ; bond or free ; tall of short; straight 
or crooked ; whether good-natured or fractious; all 
have learned this part of the apostle’s text—* Hold 
fast !” 

The human mind has marched to the extremity 
of two words; then halted; or, perchance, “ faced 
to the right about ;” and, like a host engaged in a 
marauding enterprise, having entered into the ene- 

my’s country, look sharp for opportunities to turn to 
the best advantage their means and efforts. 

There was not a farthing’s choice between Paul, 





the author of our text, and the rest of his compeers, 
when he was,a Pharisee ; and had only learned a 
part of the sentence, the whole of which he after- 
ward exulted in, when the light of Divine truth 
illumined his understanding, and taught him truer 
wisdom. 

“ Prove all things.” The first, and most import- 
ant concern, is, to prove the things, and learn whe- 
ther they are worth the trouble of holding fast. It 
is a fair presumption that all things whatsoever, are 
not worth holding fast; from the consideration that 
no man’s arms are long enough to grasp them ; con- 
sequently, he may have his arms full of evils, and 
thereby exclude, from want of room, things which 
are good. Thus, some people have their arms, or 
their heads, full of orthodoxy ; strange notions and 
whims, which clergymen have dressed up in 
comely attire, and sold by the dollar and penny- 
worth to the religious world of mankind. There 
can be no harm in proving these things. This is 
the first step ; but strange as it may seem, the ortho- 
dox notions and whims are held fast, without at- 
tending to Paul’s advice. The dealers im these 
things, which the people hold so fast, encourage 
them to hold on. They discountenance the proving 
of them ; as the seller of bad wares will object to 
a close scrutiny into the goodness of his articles; 
and probably from the same cause. 

There is, in our day, a wonderful improvement in 
the way of doing things, and managing matters. 
Paul lived in an unfinished time, when matters and 
things were differently managed, so that extra pru- 
dence and caution were necessary at every step. 
Now the clergy attend to these; and the laity have 
only to “hold fast” to such things as the clergy 
prove for them. The clergy are paid for this busi- 
ness ; and of course will attend to it, and release the 
people from all concern and trouble. The people 
having nothing to do but to “hold fast.” In Paul’s 
generation, there were no people called clergymen, 
with great salaries, to “ prove all things.” No. The 
people had to attend to this duty themselves; and 
were too jealous of their rights to let others prove 
for them; and pay them dearly for it in the bar- 
gain. 

This strange conduct in the people appears still 
more unaccountable, if we examine into the matter 
more closely, and learn how they prove other things 
which they hold fast. They let the clergy prove 
for them all those things which concern, and relate 
to their eternal interests in another world. Those 
things, however, which relate to the present world, 
of far less consequence, so their clergymen tell 
them, than the things of a future world, they prove 
themselves; and hold fast to them of their own ac- 
cord, without being exhorted so to do. Indeed, 
their clerical friends are so kind as to express a 
great solicitude, to take, themselves, the trouble of 
holding fast the things of this world, in trust, we 
presume, for their flocks. Thus we see a great in- 
cong) «ity. The people will not trust to the ability 


and sincerity of clergymen in proving bargains 


where their money is concerned. No. They will 
both prove the things themselves, and after proving 
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them, will hold fast to them. On the other hand, 
the clergymen will prove, with the consent of the 
people, their spiritaal good ; and are very willing 
the people shall hold fast that which they pronounce 
good. But the money, the temporal good, the cler- 
gymen are not contented with the mere proving 
thereof, but desire to hold fast to the same. Thus 
we see, that the clergy in our day are more gene- 
rous, and more willing to assist the people by hold- 
ing fast their money for them, than were the apos- 
tles of Paul’s day. Paul expressed no desire to hold 
money fast. Paul was not only willing, but exhorted 
the people to “ prove all things, and hold fast that 
which is good.” 

Although it may be unfashionable, still we prefer 
Paul’s advice ; and, like him, would exhort all to 
prove for themselves; and, having proved, to hold 
fast that wbich is good. Unless mankind will at- 
tend to this, they will be liable to suffer from decep- 
tion. How absurd to hold that fast, which is not 
only not worth the holding, but, like the plagues of 
Egypt, will continually afflict the possessor! We 
say, “ Prove all things.” Take nothing on the evi- 
dence of another, who may be interested in deceiving 
you; when you can yourselves examine into the 
bottom of the matter. Surely, this is the counsel 
which prudence must approve, and practice sanc- 
tion, by securing profit and advantage to the reci- 
pient. Having proved for yourselves, then hold 
fast that which experience pronounces good ;— 
for experience is the surest test of goodness the 
whole creation can afford. Our advice is backed 
by the authority of the apostle of the Gentiles, and 
he was taught by revelation from heaven. 

—p— 
WHAT SHALL WE DO? 

“ Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may 
edify another.”— Rom. xiv. 19. 
Paul, as usual with him, on this occasion as- 

signed a good reason for the determination he ex- 

pressed to his brethren; as follows :—*“ The king- 
dom of God is not meat and drink, but righteous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” If 
mankind would take Paul’s advice, and “ follow 
after the things which make for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another,” war and dis- 
cord, and all the train of evils consequent upon 
war, would cease. If mankind would believe that 
God’s kingdom is “ righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Spirit,” they would then give the 
preference to joy, over sorrow and grief; and make 
peace their study. If mankind were righteous, so 
far as to learn the righteousness of Christ, that is, to 
form a correct estimate of Christ’s example, and 
believe Christ to be the image of God, manifesting 
to the world God’s abundant mercy, longsuffering, 
and truth, they could not refrain from earnestly 
desiring to edify their fellows by increasing their 
faith in Christ, and, by precept and example, incul- 
cating the humble doctrine of Christ’s Gospel. Let 
this state of things become general, and pride and 
envy, the greatest curses of the human family, 
would be no more. The love of moncy, the sup- 





port of pride, and the cause of envy, that root; of 
all evil, would be for ever swallowed up in the love 
of one another. “ O that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would consider their 
latter end.” 
—<p— 
HERALD OF SALVATION. 

The Herald of Salvation, formerly published ang 
discontinued at Watertown, has been revived, and 
is now published at Philadelphia; and edited by 
Brothers S. R. Smith and P. Morse; at $1 per 
annum. 

Note.—The “ Herald of Salvation” is substitutea 
in the place of the “ Universalist.” 

—>— 
STAR OF THE SOUTH. 

A new semi-monthly paper, devoted to the dis. 
semination of the “ Word of Truth,” edited by ou; 
brother in the faith, Michael Smith, is now pub. 
lished in Milledgeville, (Geo.) and promises to aid 
much in the cause of humanity and rational relj- 
gion. 

—<p—- 
PETITION. 
A meek inquiring mind, 
Lord help us to maintain ; 
That growing knowledge we may find, 
And growing virtue gain. 


With understanding blest, 
Created to be free ; 

Our faith on man we dare not rest, 
Subject to none but thee. 


Give us the light we need, 
Our minds with knowledge fill ; 
From noxious error guard our creed, 
From prejudice our will. 


The truth thou dost impart, 
May we with firmness own; 
Abhorring each evasive art, 
And fearing thee alone ——Cowherd’s Collection 
—<p>— 
DIED, 
In Nantucket, (Mass.) on Saturday, the 24th day 
of June last, Wittiam Prrt, only child of Parson 
William Morse, aged three months. 


“ O! what can soothe a parent's grief, 
Or check the falling, bitter tear, 

Or what can give the heart rehef, 
When death arrests an infant dear ? 


Methinks ‘tis Hope—she bids me fly 
To Thee, my God, who'rt ever nigh; 
She points to realms beyond the grave, 
Where Thou alone hast power to save 


Into thine arms, O God above, 
I now resign him up to Thee, 
Reposing in thy boundless love, 
For life—to all eternity. 


Cease, then, my soul, O cease to mourn ; 
To me he never can return ; 

Peace to my troubled breast—be still! 
Jehovah took him at his will.” 


——————————————— 
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